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  Object Composition Gr. 8 January 2012


Search Terms 

For computer or database searches, use “quotation marks” around two or more words, example “silly putty” or “history of chewing gum”
· Your Invention or object name
· History of invention/object name in quotes

Call Number (Dewey Decimal number on the spine)
· Varies, mainly 600 numbers such as 677 Mor, this book title: Textiles or 546 Som: Silicon
Library catalogs

· Use Destiny Online Catalog, choose Sioux City Schools to see all schools. Mrs. Den Beste or Mrs. Warren can request books from other school libraries in the district.
· Sioux City Public Library
This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about your chosen object. After research is complete, you will write a research paper. Keep a record of ALL resources you use. An easy way to do that is to copy the URL of a web site and paste it into a Word Document and save it in your TSF. 
Research Questions: 

· What is the function of the object?
· What are the major materials (composition) of the object?

· Why were these materials chosen?

· What is the origin of one of the materials?

· Was the object invented and if so, by whom? When and where did it first appear? How do original designs and choice of materials differ from those in use today?
· How has it improved lives? 

· Why would it be considered revolutionary?

· What trials or errors occurred during the process of the idea development?

· Are there any other inventions that were created because of your invention?

Reference Background:  User ID if needed: 6039sxwms
Password: nwaea

· Encyclopedia Brittanica
· Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia (In EBSCO’s Student Research Center. Access from the library web page.)
· Internet Public Library
Resources:  (Make sure to check the web resources below before simply “Googling.”  You might also try www.sweetsearch.com or www.search.yippy.com) 
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
· See the cart in the library, or search Destiny. 
· Photocopy the back (verso) page of the title page in the library so that you have all the info you need to complete a bibliography of sources
Web Pages
· How Products Are Made: Click on a volume number or scroll down and click on the alphabet—good place to choose a topic! 
· The Great Idea Finder: Good information here, remember that your object might have another name, like “Scotch tape” could be cellophane tape or gum could be “chewing gum”
· Enchanted Learning Zoom Inventors and Inventions
· PBS People and Discoveries
· About.com Inventors
· Museum of Ancient Inventions
· NoodleTools – use to create your bibliography. Your user name is what you use to log onto the school computer and your password is your student ID number (lunch number). If you are lost, refer to your notes from both English and Science class from last semester.
 FORMDROPDOWN 
:
· Don’t forget Webpath Express in Destiny! On the left, choose Webpath Express, type in your search term. You can limit results by grade level and domain (.org, .gov, etc.)
Databases:
· The Science Reference Center Database is also on the Media Center Webpage.  Please use the username 6039sxwms and the password of nwaea. Search silly putty as an example and get results here!
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· Learn 360 on the Iowa AEA Database page: Login with the AEA login: 6039sxwms and nwaea. Example: Chocolate: http://www.learn360.com/ShowVideo.aspx?ID=129129&SearchText=chocolate
· Safari Montage: See the Internet Explorer favorites (the star icon) (at school) under “Video Resources” Choose West Middle, and login with your school computer login and password. Limit your search by grade level after you enter a search term. Example: Copper used on the Statue of Liberty: http://10.211.0.60/SAFARI/montage/play.php?keyindex=15334&location=local
· Promotional videos or information from a commercial site, for example, if you are researching chocolate, you might find information at: www.hersheys.com. You could then click on “Our Story” and then see the timeline.
· History.com – Example: History of chocolate: http://www.history.com/shows/modern-marvels/videos/modern-marvels-valentines-day---history-of-chocolate#modern-marvels-valentines-day---history-of-chocolate

Jane Warren and Shelley Sweeney


WMS and NMS Libraries

** You can evaluate other resources using criteria at: www.THEpathfinderproject.org/evaluate.html **
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