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  Elements


Search Terms 

(Use for computer searches)

· “element name”
· “periodic table of elements”



Subject Headings

(Use in card catalogs and print indexes)

· “element name”
· “element’s purpose”
Call Number

· 546 (Dewey Decimal)


Library catalogs

· WMS Online Catalog to see all of the books in our school.  For books in another school’s library, click on the arrow by West Middle and choose Sioux City Community Schools.  See Mrs. Warren or Mrs. Den Beste to have a book sent from another school.

· Sioux City Public Library
December 2011
This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about your chosen element from the periodic table. Make sure to check the web resources before simply Googling.  Also, keep in mind your research questions-you will be using them to find examples for the element you are researching.
An introduction to the topic:

· Essential Understanding:  Elements are the building blocks of the universe.
· Inquiry Question: How have elements impacted our world today?

Key Research Questions: 

· What are my element characteristics?
· Where does my element show up in my daily life?

· What is the most important impact/effect of my element on today’s society?
Databases (all available from the WMS library page):
· Encyclopedia Britannica:  Search your element.  Video and text are available here.  Readers may also click to hear the text or have it translated into Spanish.  Citation information is available by clicking the citation link.

· iCLIPART: Search for a picture of your element.  Remember that you must use the database username and password for West Middle.  Once you sign in, you must go to the tab titled “photos” and put in the name of your element.  Not all elements will have pictures in this database.

· Noodle Tools: This is where you will record all of your site and text information that you gather to help complete your research assignment.  Your username and password were created in English class (username to log on to computers and student ID are what you use).
Resources
Web Pages
· Web Elements:  To answer the essential questions you will click on the first link, then click on the “pictures” tab on the far right side, and click on the element.
 

· Mineral Information Institute-The Role of Elements in Life Processes:  Click on “Elements” and then click on “Elements for Life” to answer one of your essential questions.  
· Interactives-The Periodic Table:  This site gives you a basic overview of the periodic table.  Click on your element to get your information about it.
· Popsci: This website is also an interactive site that allows you to learn about “fun” facts associated with your chosen element.
Search Aids








